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Access to the school site by car during the school day 

We realise that accessing the school and some of the classroom blocks can be challenging with all the 

redevelopment which is around us.   

However, unless you have received prior authorisation to drive onto the school grounds all non-authorised vehicles 

must be parked outside the school grounds. 

Unfortunately, a number of families continue to drive onto the school grounds at the beginning and end of the 

school day when students and their caregivers/parents are walking to and from classrooms.  

This is dangerous and has the potential to put students’ and other parents/caregivers well-being at risk.  

Governing Council AGM 

The Governing Council AGM was held on 13th March, followed by the first Governing Council meeting of the new 

committee.  Thank you to all the people who attended. We will be sending out an updated council membership with 

contact details once these have been finalised. 

Governing Council Office Bearers 

After four years as Chair of the Governing Council Neville Kernick has decided to stand down from the role.  

We are delighted that Neville will continue on Governing Council in the role of Deputy Chair.  

Neville has played a significant role over that time advocating for and supporting our whole school community. He 

has been generous with his time, always seeking to find the opportunities to connect with staff students and parents 

to deepen his personal understanding of the key school initiatives and actions. 

His involvement in our redevelopment programme, working with all stakeholders, including the state government, to 
ensure that we are able to deliver on the best possible outcomes within the budget allocations has been enormous 
and has, I know, taken up a considerable amount of his time. Neville’s support, advice and feedback over the past 
three years has supported me in growing my understanding of our community and recognising the needs of our 
stakeholders.  
We thank and acknowledge Neville for his outstanding service to our school community. 
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We are fortunate to have had Henry Harvey agree to take on the roll of Chair of the Governing Council for 2019. As 

Chairman of the Resources Committee for several years, Henry has been closely involved in the school 

redevelopment programme, generating ideas and offering sound advice and insights as to how we might best use 

our financial resources, to support student learning and improve our school environment.  I am looking forward to 

continuing to work with Henry over the next year. 

Jason Schulz joined the Council this year and has agreed to take on the role of Secretary for the 2019 year. 

Joanne Williams joined Governing Council last year and I am delighted to say, has taken on the role of Chair of the 

Resources Committee. The Resources Committee membership includes the Henry Harvey, Joanne Williams, Mal 

Jurgs, and myself. Our Finance Officer, Lindy Lehmann works with us to help us manage and allocate our financial 

resources so that we are able to provide the best possible educational opportunities to students within the confines 

of our budget.  

As Stage 1 of the redevelopment project nears its end, we will be working with the school community to develop a 

range of spaces including a nature play area, a yarning circle and a central gathering space between the swimming 

pool and the Library. Governing Council has set aside funds to support this work in 2019. 

Student Leadership Team 

It was very exciting to recognise and present our School Captains and student leaders with their name badges at 

assembly on Wednesday. 

They have a very important role in our school and will be working on key initiatives which they identified at their 

leadership day on Monday. 

Emma Oliver and the student leaders will be updating you on progress on an ongoing basis. 

Congratulations to our Student Leaders! 

School Captains Kayla Rebner & Adam Sumner 
Year 11/12   Shakira Sumner & Riley McNicol 
Year 9/10  Sam Pratt & Tiarnie Ling 
Year 7/8  Lauren Parsons-Averay & Dion Kernick 
Year 6/7  Grace Gubbin & Peter Kartinyeri 
Year 4/5  Tom Retsas & Lyla Jeffery 

External School Review 

As part of our continuous school improvement process, we will be involved in an external school review with a 

Department for Education review panel.  

The purpose of external school reviews is to support us to raise achievement, sustain high performance and provide 

quality assurance to build public confidence in government schools. 

All government schools are externally reviewed every 3 years. 

The focus of the external school review is to evaluate our school’s performance. The review panel includes a review 

officer and a trained review principal. Our school review will occur between 30th April and 2nd May 2019. 

The review panel will identify aspects of our school’s improvement that have been verified through the review 

processes, as well as the improvements that we need to make in the future. 

During the external school review, some students, parents, governing council members and staff will be asked to 

provide information to the review panel in a number of ways.  
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These include: 

 individual interviews 

 group discussions (with students or staff or parents) 

 meetings (governing council, staff meeting) 

 visits into classrooms. 

We appreciate everyone’s support and time in helping us with this external school review process.  

Parents will be receiving a letter about the process this week. Please let us know if you don’t wish your child to 

participate in the school review, 

 
Iain Love 
Principal 

 
 

School Magazines available 

from the Front Office. 
 

Hard copy print $12 each year 
 

or 
 
2017 & 2018 magazines available on a USB 
for $10 or bring in your own USB/Hard drive 
and Staff will download it for you for no 
charge. 

 

 
 

If you see someone driving down a rough 
road, resist the temptation to tell them to turn 
onto a better road. Just let them know that 
no road lasts forever and that you will be 
there at every exit in case they choose to 
take one of them.  
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Ms Keynes Yr 1/2 Science class working on  

Water Slide models. 
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During term 1 of this year, Meningie Area School’s team 
sailors have been practicing their skills on Lake Albert in 
preparation for the upcoming South East Regionals Team 
sailing event.  
 
We are lucky enough to be the hosts for this year’s 
event, which is being held on Friday 22nd and Saturday 
23rd of March at the Meningie Sailing Club. 
 
Students have been on the water at least once a week 
and have also been participating in club sailing.  We 
have had excellent turnouts with 10-12 students 
attending most trainings!   The event will include teams 
from Investigator College, Encounter Lutheran School and 
Victor Harbour High School.  We have been lucky enough 
to have the continued support of Mr. Woolston, as well as 
Oliver Crossman, Tim Wright and Jeff Wright sharing their 
skills and expertise.  We are a young team this year but full of 
enthusiasm and are primed for a great event! 
 
Mrs Wright and Mr. Bubner 
Sailing Coordinators, 
Meningie Area School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

6 S t u de n t  a t te nd an ce  m a t te rs  –   

D o n ’ t  f o rg e t  t o  n o t i fy  th e  sc ho o l  o f  s t u de n t  a bse nce s .  

 

 

August 30, 2016 
 
This text was written for a concert program for a large instrumental performance. The audience for this text were the 
proud parents and families who attended the concert. The performance encompassed a whole school program 
spanning early childhood to high school students.  
 
There is now an enormous amount of research that has explored, measured, quantified and illuminated the benefits 
of music education on cognitive, emotional, social and physical development. Such is the quantity and quality of the 
research that it is now understood that music education benefits the development of the whole person like no other 
human activity. 
 
How does it do this?  The answer is in the activities that are inherent in reaching the goal of performing a piece of 
music on an instrument. In order to reach a stage where children can perform a piece in front of an audience, no 
matter how large or small, they have to master the following skills. 
 
1.     Control of their motor cortex that directs their bodily movements – Getting the right note to come out of a 
musical instrument at the right time with the right sound is an incredible cognitive accomplishment.  This is because 
the human brain needs to coordinate the motor, visual and auditory cortices to synchronise together to produce just 
one correct note.  Imagine the coordination your child’s brain is achieving after an entire piece or concert. 
 
2.      Control their emotional states and reactions – Rehearsals can be frustrating experiences, mainly because bring 
a whole piece together is a slow and repetitious process.  This is actually an act in learning how to learn slowly and 
sequentially while controlling our emotional responses when we might get bored or frustrated or want to be 
anywhere else.  This control becomes immeasurably more complicated in a performance situation when you add 
adrenalin and excitement into the mix.  Your child has a huge number of stimuli running around in their bodies while 
they are up on stage performing, and yet they have to keep their wits about them and keep their emotional 
responses contained in order to contribute their part to a successful performance. 
 
3.      Staying flexible and responding to unforseen events – “Strange things happen in performance” is a common 
mantra of any musical conductor as well as “you have to be ready for anything”.  If the drumkit player is struggling to 
restrain his excitement and starts getting faster and faster, the rest of the band needs to get faster with him and 
adjust on the spot to the new tempo.  If the cello section miscount for some reason and come in a bar early, the rest 
of the ensemble need to make a decision right away – do we follow the cellos or look at the conductor and follow 
them?  The ability to adjust our responses is incredibly difficult, because most of the time we just want to start the 
piece again.  But in performance, that just can’t happen and you child is responding in the moment to a given 
circumstance.  Remember, this also all happens without a verbal instruction being spoken. 
 
These are only three of the cognitive activities that your child is managing right in front of your eyes during this 
concert.  Inside their heads, their brains are working really hard to bring you a polished and seemingly flawless 
performance.  
 
Source:  anitacollinsmusic.com  
 
"Adapted from Dr Anita Collins - educator and researcher in neuroscience and music education (Bigger Better 
Brains)". 
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Sports Reports 
 

SSSSA Swimming 
 
On the 4th March, Jace Ridley and Lauren Parsons-
Averay made their way to the Marion Aquatics Centre 
to compete for the USE in SSSSA Swimming. Both 
Jace and Lauren came into the day expecting to 
swim only a couple of events however with the many 
difficulties of events like this, we often have students 
who cannot make it last minute and need their events 
to be filled. Both Jace and Lauren stepped up, swam 
in more events, and even competed a few grades out of their age group! Both students 
demonstrated outstanding sportsmanship and courage and should be very proud of their efforts! I 
know myself and Meningie Area School certainly are! 
 

8/9 Knockout Cricket 
The 8/9 Knockout Cricket competition has been running since the start of term 1.  Zeke McNicol 
was selected into the USE team who competed against Bordertown for their first game back in 
week 3.  The boys had a fantastic day coming away with a win sending them into the second 
round against Unity College.  Zeke had a massive day being named man of the match taking 5/8 
wickets and getting to keep the match ball!!  
On Monday 18th March, the team travelled to Karoonda to play Unity in the battle for the first finals 
spot. The boys came away with another win giving them a chance to play Mount Gambier in week 
9.  What a huge effort for the boys and their coach Ben Hannam from Keith.  It has been many 
years since the USE have progressed past the first round! Well done Zeke and the USE team!  
 
 

 

NAPLAN Online Practice Test 
Students will be sitting the NAPLAN Online Practice Test on Friday 28th March.  This is a 45 minute 
omnibus test for students in Years 3, 5, 7 & 9.  Results will not be available to students or teaching staff as 
this process will be checking the school's technical readiness.  NAPLAN Online testing will take place 
between the 14-24th May. 
 
This year students will be completing Writing, Reading, Conventions of Language and Numeracy online, 
however the Year 3 Writing Test will still be paper based.  A public demonstration site is available for 
parents to see what their child's tests might look like and for students to familiarize themselves with the 
process, the types of questions and functionalities available.  Some of the key features include onscreen 
tools, timers and interactive navigation.  This may be found at  http://www.nap.edu.au/online-
assessment/public-demonstration-site 
 
If you have any queries please contact your child's classroom teacher.  
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Term 1 Planner 2019 

WK DATE DAY MEETINGS PLANNED EVENTS 

8 18 Mon   

 19 Tues  Jane Foster, My Tern                       Yr 8 Immunisations 

 20 Wed  Jane Foster, My Tern 

 21 Thurs   

 22 Fri  Regional Team Sailing, Meningie Friday & Saturday 

9 25 Mon   

 26 Tues  USE Interschool Athletics 

 27 Wed  . 

 28 Thurs  
 

 29 Fri  SAPSASA Swimming Adelaide 

10 1 April Mon  SSSSA Athletics - Adelaide 

 2 Tues   

 3 Wed   

 4 Thurs   

 5 Fri  Karoonda Farm Fair Yr 11/12 HSS 

11 8 Mon   

 9 Tues   

 10 Wed   

 11 Thurs   

 12 Fri  Last day of Term 1 
School finishes 2.20 pm   Buses depart 2.30 pm 
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