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We are lucky to live where we do! Thanks to our geography and 
the sound judgement of our leaders in health and politics we 
have largely avoided the health impacts that the coronavirus 
could have wreaked upon our state. We are not out of the 
woods but I would rather be here than most other places in the 
world right now.  

As a result, the majority of our parents have now deemed it safe 
to send their children to school to continue their education as 
normally as possible. We appreciate the vote of confidence in 
our management of this situation that this reflects.  

We have got back to a level of attendance that allows us to return to a normal timetable as from Monday, May 11th. 
Teachers for the most part will be teaching their students face to face in a similar way to what they were before this 
crisis developed. However, we should never waste a good crisis, and we have learned much over the past month or so 
which will continue to prove valuable as we move forward. Teachers have gained skills in using new technology which 
can be adapted to teaching in the classroom to provide more opportunities for students to work collaboratively while 
being able to engage with learning that is targeted at their specific needs. 

We will continue to support students learning at home and they will be contacted regularly by a teacher, although not 
necessarily their subject or home group teacher. Work will continue to be sent home for them once they have returned 
their previous education packs for marking. I would like to remind parents that it is very important that we see the 
work that children are able to do without support from any body else, particularly in summative tasks. While getting 
good grades is important and we want to encourage all students to aim high, the most important function of any 
assessment is to inform us of where the student is on their learning journey, what their strengths and weaknesses are 
and where do we go next for their learning. If a child is producing work with the help of parents at home, it distorts 
our understanding of their progress and this may lead to them missing out on vital steps of instruction as we assume 
that they have already gained this knowledge, understanding or skill. 

While schooling is returning to something close to normal, we are still very conscious of keeping students and staff 
safe from infections of any type. Extra cleaning is still occurring during the school day, including buses and playgrounds. 
At this stage parents and volunteers are not allowed into classrooms, and we ask that if you need to drop students off 
in the morning, do so as quickly as possible. If your child is unwell, please keep them home until they no longer have 
any symptoms.  

Music lessons are continuing with some students being taught at school, face to face, while others are being taught 
online with their teacher at Murray Bridge. Some support staff, such as Occupational Therapists and Speech 
Pathologists, are returning to visit students and I expect more of these services to come back to us over the coming 
weeks. All of these staff must follow health procedures when they enter the school. Camps and excursions are still not 
to occur, and we are waiting for advice from SA Health before this will change.  

The Coorong District Council has put considerable money, through the drought relief fund, in to 
developing a footpath along Bonney St. and North Tce, which is already proving very popular with 
students who need to use those roads to get to and from school. They are voting with their feet!! 
Thank you to all who have worked on making this happen. 

Meningie Area School 

Newsletter 

Diary Dates for Term 2 

19 May   Year 8 Immunisations 

27 May to  Reconciliation Week 

3 June  (Wk 6 @ school) 

8 June  Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday  

30 June  Year 10 Immunisation 

1 July Carly Ryan Foundation  

Year 5 – 10 Student Talk 
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As many of you would have noticed the old Art Room was finally removed over 
the holidays. There is still some work to do to place turf over the area that the 
building covered and install irrigation. Now we have that space open and can 
see some possibilities it allows us to move forward with planning some new 
spaces such as the Nature Play area and yarning circle. These will be discussed 
in up coming Governing Council meetings, and hopefully we will see some action 
on the ground during this year.  

Finally, I would like to thank all of you for your support over the last few months 
as we have had to adapt to the changing conditions that we have been working under. I also recognise the hard work 
that teachers and SSOs have put in to developing programs and taking on different roles during this time and 
appreciate the way that they have been able to do this in a calm and professional manner. 

Stay safe and well. 

Murray Mallee SAPSASA update 

At this stage there is no school sport until further notice due to the current restrictions on sporting 
activities, due to COVID-19.  This means that trials that were programmed to take place won't until, or 
if, these restrictions are lifted. 

SA School sport are running different sporting challenges. The first one was Trick Shot Challenge which has now been 
judged. The primary winner was Archie Fitzgerald from Cummins Area School and senior winner was Tom Ebourne 
from Woodcroft College. We congratulate MAS student 
Jacobe Griffiths for working on his Trick Shot and entering 
over the holidays. Jacobe’s entry used a footy, basketball, 
golf, whip and bike. Check out Jacobe’s entry on our 
facebook page.  

Challenge number 2 is now open. Challenge 2 is a Team 
Juggling Challenge. Head to the SA School Sport Facebook 
page for information and updates.  

Scholastic News 

The school will not be taking orders for Scholastics Issues 2 and 3, however you are welcome 
to place an order online through LOOP and the orders will be delivered to the school. 

Just a reminder that 4 lucky students were recipients of a Recognition Award from PaCSS at the end of Term 4 2019 
which entitles them a discount of $10 on any scholastic order. This voucher cannot be used on the LOOP site but 
students will be able to order later in the year when ordering returns to normal.  

These students are:  ELISE HERA-SINGH, RUBY CUNNEEN, CHRISTIAN MAMMONE AND LEYAH SHORT. 

Sharon Gibbs 
Scholastics Coordinator 

Combined Ag 

This week our Year 6 -12 students worked with Mr. Lehmann to 
crutch, vaccinate and drench our Merino and Crossbred ewes in 
preparation for lambing in a few months’ time. The students also 
assisted by scanning the electronic eartags of each sheep and 
recording data such as bodyweight onto our BreedElite program.  
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Landcare Grant – Starting Fresh Project  

Last year our school received a $1000 grant through the Woolworths Junior Landcare 
Program. Students from Year 6/7 Ag and Mrs Wright’s Year 4/5 class have been working 
on this project. The Year 4/5 class have been harvesting their zucchinis and trying them 
cooked up in different ways. So far they have tried Zucchini Fritters, Zucchini & Apple 
Muffins and Zucchini & Corn Muffins. We have just purchased 8 fruit trees to be planted 
to contribute to the edible garden.  

Zucchini and Corn Muffins 
2 cups SR Flour 
½ tsp paprika 
1 cup buttermilk 
1 egg, beaten lightly 
80 g olive oil margarine 
2/3 cup grated cheese 
1 small zucchini, grated 
125 g corn kernels, rinsed & drained 
1 spring onion sliced thinly 
2 tsp finely chopped fresh parsley 
 

Book Reviews 

We love hearing about the books students have been reading.  If you would like to submit a book 
review please include the Title, Author, Rating 1-5 stars, include in your notes why you would and 
would not recommend the book to your peers. If you would like to include a photo of you reading 
or with the book or a picture drawn describing the characters, please feel free to do so. 
Submissions can be dropped into the front office or sent to emma.swan773@schools.sa.edu.au 

Happy Reading! 

MATERIAL & SERVICES CHARGES FOR 2020 

Payment is now due.  
Invoices have been applied to each student and along with Statements have been posted out to Parents/Caregivers. If 
you have not received your statement, please phone the school for a copy.  
DECD offer School Card Assistance to Parents/Caregivers who hold a health care card. Please come to the front office 
and fill out the appropriate paper work or apply online at www.sa.gov.au under the heading Education and 
Learning, Financial Support, School Card Scheme. (this needs to be completed each year).  
Payments can be made by cheque, cash, credit card or direct debit. Instalment plans are also available.  
Our bank details are:  
Account Name: Meningie Area School  
BSB #: 105-165  
Bank: Bank SA: Account #: 739323540  
Please use the Family ID: located below your address on your invoice: e.g. STA001 as a reference.  
Please phone Lindy (finance) at the school for your intentions/information.  
Any other information you may require, please contact the school. 

1. Preheat oven to 200°c, Grease muffin pan 

2. Sift flour and paprika into a medium bowl and make a well in the 

centre. 

3. Combine the buttermilk, egg, margarine, cheese, zucchini, corn, onion 

and parsley. Add the flour mixture and stir gently with a large metal 

spoon until just combined. Don’t over-mix, the mixture should be 

slightly lumpy 

4. Spoon mixture into the pan and bake for about 20 minutes or until 

lightly golden. Stand for 5 minutes before turning onto wire rack to 

cool.  
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Meet the faces of MAS 

In this newsletter we meet the dynamic duo from 
the canteen Rosie & Judy. The canteen is run by 
the Meningie Bakery. The canteen is open for 
both recess and lunch for all students and staff. 
The canteen price list is available on School Star 
APP, on the website (hardcopies are available at 
the front office). We prefer lunch orders so we 
can organise their food prior to lunch. Students 
can place lunch orders in their classroom, at the 
front office or via the canteen at recess.  
 
Name: Rosie  
Role: Canteen Shop Assistant 
How long have you been in this role? 15 years 
What do you most enjoy about the role? Meeting the kids and the conversations we have. 
What is your favourite item on the canteen menu? Salad Roll 
What is the busiest day of the week? Friday 
Something interesting you like to do when you are not at work? Reading is one of my favourite 
things to do. I am a frequent flyer at the library to borrow books.  
What is your favourite spot in Meningie? The lake, I love the lake especially seeing kids fishing and 
catching carp.  
Where do you or would you love to travel (when COVID is over)? Anywhere in Australia 
 
Name: Judy 
Role: Canteen Shop Assistant & School Bus Driver 
How long have you been in the canteen role? 15 years 
How long have you been driving the bus? 17 years 
What do you most enjoy about the canteen role? Interaction with the students.  
What is your favourite item on the canteen menu? The healthier options on offer.  
What is the busiest day of the week? Usually Friday and sometimes Monday 
What do you most enjoy about the bus driving role? Supporting families and students to get them 
to and from school daily. Watching students grow and mature over the years and seeing them 
move into the community when completing their schooling and of course building relationships.  
Something interesting you like to do when you are not at work? Volunteering on various 
community committees and I also enjoy baking.  
What is your favourite spot in Meningie? Home or out the front of the RSL Hall overlooking the 
lake watching people with their water activities.  
Where do you or would you love to travel (when COVID is over)? I would like to see Australia and if still 
have money and time Europe and/or Canada.  
 
We are grateful to have the bakery provide this service at our school and appreciate Rosie and 
Judy’s incredible commitment to the roles. Many other schools require volunteers to run their 
canteen sometimes struggling to fill the roster. With reduced attendance at school recently, the 
canteen has seen fewer orders. We encourage families to continue to support the canteen services.  
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Cows Create Careers offers   
Bright Future for online students 

Calves are set to star on the small-screen this year as students 
across Australia learn and explore dairy industry careers in the virtual-classroom. 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Dairy Australia’s popular Cows Create Careers project will be delivered via an online hub 
for Term 2, 2020. The hub offers various curriculum options - ‘Normal’, ‘Reduced’ and ‘Easy to Implement’ - so schools 
can choose the option that best suits their requirements. 

Each school is provided with dairy industry curriculum and ongoing support for years 7-11, at no cost. And while the 
students may not get a ‘hands-on’ this year, Cows Create Careers remains highly engaging through fun industry-based 
resources. 

Students will take an online journey through Willbrae Farm where they will be introduced to two dairy calves, ‘Bright’ 
and ‘Future’. Over five weeks, students will find out how to care for the calves and watch them grow through engaging 
videos. Students will also learn about the environment, technology and machinery used on farm through quirky activities 
and competitions. As with all Cows Create Careers resources, the online program prioritises student learning and aligns 
with ACARA curriculum. 

Sally Roberts, Lead - People at Dairy Australia, said the 2020 online version of Cows Create Careers will continue to 
shine a light on the diversity of professional careers within Australia’s vibrant dairy industry. 

“Cows Create Careers allows students and teachers to learn about the different skills and capabilities required for a 
career in the dairy industry in a fun and hands-on way and this year will be no different,” Ms Roberts said. 

“The benefits of Cows Create Careers extend well beyond the classroom; it supports links between students, teachers 
and the dairy community. Cows Create Careers showcases the wide-range of education and career pathways within the 
industry and the skills and capabilities required. The program’s new online hub will continue to deliver these benefits 
through fun and interactive activities.” 

Ms Roberts said the opportunity for online learning will continue to develop these important links thanks to the continued 
support of dairy industry volunteers who will be available to connect to the schools throughout the program. 

“Volunteers represent a wide-range of professional dairy careers. They speak to the students and teachers about their 
experiences in the industry, support students in career decision making, and have important links to dairy, education 
and employment sectors,” Ms Roberts said. 

Cows Create Careers has a rich history. The popular project was originally established in 2004 with dairy farmers in the 
Strzelecki Lions Club in Victoria and nine Gippsland schools. Since 2006 the project has been supported by Dairy 
Australia, Regional Development Programs, dairy farmers and sponsors.  

In South Australia the program is supported by:  DairySA, MaxCare Animal Nutrition, Hills Farm Supplies, Laucke Mills, 
SA Dairy Industry Fund, Total Result Ag Consulting, Beston Pure Foods, Willunga Veterinary Clinic, FP Ag, Fleurieu 
Stockfeeds, Fleurieu Pumps, Elders Rural Services, Fleurieu Country Vets, Yankalilla Seeds, Rotary Club of Victor 
Harbor, Victor Motorcycles, AgriDairies, Alexandrina Council, Nutrien Ag Solutions, Daish Irrigation & Fodder, East Total 
Reproduction, Bates Farm Machinery, City of Victor Harbor, Bendigo Bank – Aldinga Beach, G & J East (Strathalbyn), 
Compass Feeds, South East Vets, Mount Barker District Council, Platinum Ag Services, Dairy Tech SA, La Vera, Farmer 
Johns, Dasco, Daviesway, Skellerup and Peach Teats. 

This term, 110 schools will complete the project across New South Wales, South Australia, Victoria and Western 
Australia. 

“We are excited the 2020 program can continue and are grateful to industry advocates and farmers who continue to 
volunteer their time to schools completing the program - they are vital to the ongoing success of Cows Create Careers,” 
Ms Roberts said. 

And while they may be learning online, students will still have the opportunity to win some great prizes. Upon completion 
of the project students and teachers will be recognised for their success in the program. 

For more information visit: http://www.thepeopleindairy.org.au/projects/ccc2020 

Dairy Australia is the national services body for the Australian dairy industry. The company acts as the collective 
investment arm of the industry, investing in essential research, development, extension and industry services. For more 
information visit www.dairyaustralia.com.au. 

Media Enquiries 
Jaydee Events Pty Ltd 
03 5659 4219 I admin@jaydee.net.au   
Please contact Jaydee Events for media and photo opportunities. 
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http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/
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Book Review – By Dion Kernick 
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In these unprecedented times we’re all being asked to change the way we work and live. Our tradition of putting books 

into the hands of kids isn’t going to change, but for Term 2, we're doing things a little differently. 

 

We ask that you continue to work with us to 
maintain our unique distribution partnership with 
schools. This means we can keep on putting 
traditional delivery costs back into offering the 
best prices and the best selection of books! 

 

 

https://scholastic.com.au/book-club/virtual-catalogue-1/ 

 

 

 

https://scholastic.com.au/book-club/virtual-catalogue-1/
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Meningie School 

Community Library 

Newsletter 
April, 2020 

Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/meningielibrary/ 

 

Website 
https://meningielibrarynewitems.wordpress.com

/home/ 

 
Catalogue 
www.libraries.sa.gov.au/coorong 

 

 

 

 

Library Operations 

COVID-19 health regulations means the library 

will continue to be closed to customers 

(including parents) until further notice. Student 

access to the library is unchanged.  

We now have a Call/Email & Collect system 

(Mon-Fri only). Unfortunately, no holds can be 

placed and only the items in our Meningie 

Library collection are available for loan.  

Visit our catalogue (or search the Libraries SA 

app) to find items. 

Call or email and we can make suggestions for 

you, or search our catalogue and tell us which 

items you would like. We can then arrange for 

you to collect them from the front office. Returns 

must be left at the front office. 

 

Contact Details 
Phone: 8575 1681 

Email: meningie.library@gmail.com 

Click the Everything tab and scroll down to 

Meningie then type in what you’re looking for 

and click Search (or press Enter). 

 

When you click on a title the bottom of the 

screen shows what copies are available and 

where. Make sure you look at the information 

for Meningie. This will tell you whether we 

have it in or not.  

If you click on the tab at the right it will give 

you more reading suggestions. 

 

If the item says eBook or eAudiobook you need to access it with another 

program. The Libby app is the simplest way to access these. Download it 

for iOS, Android or Windows. Look for SA Public Library Service, put in 

your library barcode and pin (the last 4 numbers of your barcode) and start 

reading or listening. 

 


